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Footnotes

Talks, along with the Q&A and Concluding Remarks 7 The audio files of the .1
for those talks, are available for listening and downloading at bobavakian.net and

[revcom.us/avakian. [back

Views on Socialism and Communism: A Radically New Kind of State, A .2

Radically Different and Far Greater Vision of Freedom and The Basis, the Goals, and
the Methods of the Communist Revolution are drawn from a talk given by Chairman
Both works are .2005 Bob Avakian to a group of Party members and supporters in

[available online at revcom.us/avakian/avakian-works. [back

See, for example, "The New Situation and the Great Challenges," a talk given .3
The text of the talk, first published in .2001 by Bob Avakian in the latter part of
is available online at ,2002 ,17 March ,1143# [Revolutionary Worker [now Revolution

[avakian-new-situation-great-challenges. [back/036/revcom.us/a

,29 .Islam, Terror and the Second Nuclear Age" by Noah Feldman, in the Oct" .4
[issue of the New York Times Magazine. [back 2006

Here, along with—and as an illustration of—the basic methodological point .5

he is emphasizing, Bob Avakian is referring to the analysis put forward by the RCP
1980s, and particularly in the early part of that decade, that the intensifying during the
contradictions between the U.S. and the Soviet Union would erupt into all-out warfare
between them (and their respective blocs and allies) unless this war were prevented
by revolution in large and/or strategic enough parts of the world. For a discussion of
this by the RCP, including a criticism of the methodological errors involved, see Notes

available online at revcom. ,(2000 ,on Political Economy (Chicago: RCP Publications

AD
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[us/a/special_postings/poleco_e.htm. [back

For further discussion of these questions—Iran, Israel, and the U.S. and the role .6
of nuclear weapons—see recent articles in Revolution newspaper (revcom.us). For
example, "Bald-Faced Lies and Bogus Pretexts: Bush Threatens War Against Iran"
Hidden U.S. Plans for War on Iran: Imminent Danger... And Strategic" ;794# in issue
Bush Regime in the Middle East: Global Ambitions, Murderous Logic &" ;59 ",Stakes
[back] .56# " the Danger of Regional War

left the ,11 Pat Tillman was a professional football player who, after September .7
Arizona Cardinals to join the U.S. military. His brother was also in the U.S. military.
Pat Tillman was killed in Afghanistan—by "friendly fire" from U.S. forces, as it turned
out—yet U.S. military and government officials kept trying to cover this up and deceive
people, including Tillman's family, about what actually happened. Tillman was played
up as a big national war hero, but as his family continued to dig for the real story of
what happened to him, they became more and more alienated and angry because

of the lies and deception they kept running into. And they have become increasingly
critical not only of how the military dealt with Pat Tillman and his death but of the

[military and the government more generally, and of the Iraq war specifically. [back

The title of this talk is "Communism and Religion: Getting Up and Getting .8
Free—Making Revolution to Change the Real World, Not Relying on 'Things Unseen™;
Talks are available online at bobavakian.net and revcom. 7 this talk and others of the

[us/avakian. [back

For example, the articles "Outline of Views on the Historical Experience of the .9
International Communist Movement and the Lessons for Today" and "Some Notes on

out of) 1981 June ,49 in Revolution Issue "the Military and Diplomatic History of WW2

N4
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[print). [back

Raymond Lotta with Frank Shannon, America in Decline (Chicago: Banner .10

[back] .(1984 ,Press

Stephen Kinzer, All the Shah's Men: An American Coup and the Roots of .11
[back] .(2003 ,Middle East Terror (Hoboken, NJ: John Wiley & Sons

Bob Avakian, Democracy: Can't We Do Better Than That? (Chicago: Banner .12
[back] (1986 ,Press

The Set the Record Straight project is aimed at combating the widespread .13

lies and slanders about the experience of socialism in the Soviet Union and China
and at critically examining that experience from a scientific standpoint—to help draw
important lessons from both the mainly positive aspect of that experience but also
the very real shortcomings and errors, and to popularize this among as broad an
audience as possible, including through forums and debates with people putting
forward different and opposing viewpoints. An important speech by Raymond Lotta—
"Socialism Is Much Better Than Capitalism, and Communism Will Be a Far Better
World"—and other material from the Set the Record Straight project are available

at the project's website, thisiscommunism.org. The project can be contacted at

[SettheRecordStraight@hotmail.com. [back

The article by Ron Suskind, titled "Faith, Certainty and the Presidency of .14

issue of the New York Times Sunday 2004 ,17 .George W. Bush," appeared in the Oct
Magazine. Suskind quotes a senior Bush aide who tells him, "We're an empire now,
and when we act, we create our own reality. And while you're studying that reality-
-judiciously, as you will--we'll act again, creating other new realities, which you can

study too, and that's how things will sort out. We're history's actors . . . and you, all of

AY
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[you, will be left to just study what we do." [back

The point from Marx, summarized here, about shopkeepers and democratic .15
intellectuals is found in Marx's essay The Eighteenth Brumaire of Louis Bonaparte.

:The fuller statement by Marx is

one must not form the narrow-minded notion that the petite bourgeoisie, on ...”
principle, wishes to enforce an egoistic class interest. Rather, it believes that the
special conditions of its emancipation are the general conditions within the frame of
which alone modern society can be saved and the class struggle avoided. Just as

little must one imagine that the democratic representatives are indeed all shopkeepers
or enthusiastic champions of shopkeepers. According to their education and their
individual position they may be as far apart as heaven from earth. What makes them
representatives of the petite bourgeoisie is the fact that in their minds they do not get
beyond the limits which the latter do not get beyond in life, that they are consequently
driven, theoretically, to the same problems and solutions to which material interest and
social position drive the latter practically. This is, in general, the relationship between
the political and literary representatives of a class and the class they represent... ."
(Marx, The Eighteenth Brumaire of Louis Bonaparte, Moscow: Progress Publishers,

[emphasis in original) [back ,41-40 .pp

This passage from The German Ideology was cited in the article "On Empire— .16
Revolutionary Communism or 'Communism' Without Revolution?" in A World to Win
This article provides important analysis of and polemics .2006 ,32# magazine, issue
against the basic worldview and political positions found in the books Empire

and Multitude (New York: Penguin (2000 ,(Cambridge, MA: Harvard Univ. Press

[by Michael Hardt and Antonio Negri. [back (2004 ,Press

AA



BLSEIPL)

K. Venu was an erstwhile "Maoist" in India who, at a certain point, with .17

changes in the Soviet Union beginning with Gorbachev and with the Tiananmen
1980s, began to view as essentially negative the Square events in China in the late
20th century, not only in the Soviet Union historical experience of socialism in the

but in China as well. Venu retreated into a position which, in the final analysis,
amounted to upholding bourgeois democracy as the highest objective to be striven
for—obscuring the fact that this bourgeois democracy is in fact a form of bourgeois
dictatorship and that the socialist state, the dictatorship of the proletariat, makes
possible not only a much broader and deeper democracy for the masses of people,
but even more fundamentally that this state is essential for, and provides the vehicles
for, the advance of communism, worldwide, with the abolition of the division of society

.into classes, and thereby the elimination of the need for a state of any kind

The polemic against K. Venu, titled "Democracy: More Than Ever We Can and
Must Do Better Than That," is included in Bob Avakian's book Phony Communism
and (2004 ,Is Dead... Long Live Real Communism! (Chicago: RCP Publications
The polemic is available .1992 ,17# originally appeared in A World to Win magazine

[online at revcom.us/bob_avakian/democracy/. [back

In a number of talks and writings, Bob Avakian analyzes the relations at the .18

top of U.S. society—as well as the relations between various contending forces

"at the top" and social bases at various levels of society—in terms of a "pyramid."
This analysis can be found, for example, in the DVD of the talk Revolution: Why It's
Necessary, Why It's Possible, What It's All About (Three Q Productions, available at
threeqvideo.com). See also the articles "The Pyramid of Power and the Struggle to
Turn This Whole Thing Upside Down" and "The Center—Can It Hold? The Pyramid as

[Two Ladders," available online at revcom.us. [back
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Jeff Cohen, Cable News Confidential: My Misadventures in Corporate Media .19

[back] (2006 ,(Sausalito, CA: PoliPoint Press

See Revolution articles on the Military Commissions Act, online at revcom.us: .20
Facts About the" ;(63# "The Torture Bill: Compromising Your Way to Fascism" (issue
Interview with Bill Goodman, Center" ;(64#) "(Military Commissions Act (Torture Law
for Constitutional Rights—The New Military Commissions Act: "It is a dangerous

[back] .(65#) "moment for all of us

The "Not In Our Name" Statement of Conscience, signed by a large number .21

of prominent people in various fields, as well as thousands of others, was originally
This .2002 ,19 published as a paid ad in the New York Times on September
statement, and the new Statement of Conscience opposing the Bush government's

[domestic and international agenda, is available online at nion.us. [back

In a number of works, including the book Observations on Art and Culture, .22

Bob Avakian speaks to this concept ,(2005 ,Science and Philosophy (Insight Press
of being--or going to the brink of being--"drawn and quartered," in developing and
leading a revolutionary movement and the new socialist society that will be brought
into being through revolution. This is linked to the concept of "solid core, with a

lot of elasticity," which Bob Avakian puts forward as a basic guiding principle for

the revolutionary struggle and for socialist society, and for those who lead in this
process. See, for example, in the Observations book, "Bob Avakian in a Discussion
,64-43 .with Comrades on Epistemology: On Knowing and Changing the World," pp
.on p 2 including footnote ,73-68 .and "Intoxicated with the Truth," pp ;64 .especially p
[back] .68

Willie “Mobile” Shaw was a member of the RCP. He grew up in and lived .23



BLSEIPL)

his whole life in the Nickerson Gardens Housing Projects in Watts, Los Angeles;
after working with the revolutionaries there for a period of time, he joined the Party.
The hardship of his life conditions led to his having a serious illness, and he died
due to complications following surgery. See the pamphlet ,2005 ,24 on November
Statement by Bob Avakian, Chairman of the Revolutionary Communist Party, on the

[Occasion of the Death of Willie “Mobile” Shaw, available online at revcom.us. [back

FOOTNOTE BY THE AUTHOR] In the context of this statement by Goldberg,] .24

as well as for more general and fundamental reasons, it is important to keep in mind
that, contrary to the way in which it is often, even generally, presented in this society,
ideology does not necessarily mean an instrumentalist approach to "organizing reality"
in pursuit of desired ends, which bears little or no relation to how reality actually

is. Communist ideology is definitely a worldview and set of principles to live by, on

the one hand; and at the same time it is, in fundamental terms, in accordance with
reality and its motion and development, and is a means for scientifically engaging
reality. This is why we say that communist ideology is both partisan—it stands with
and for a definite side among the contending social forces in the world, the side of
proletarian revolution and the advance to communism—and it is objective: it seeks

an objective, scientific understanding of reality, in order to transform it in accordance
with the advance to communism, and since that advance is objectively possible and
its possibility is expressed in the way the fundamental contradictions in human society
are tending, on a world scale, there is no need for communists to distort reality, or
contort it, to make it fit their aims and objectives—and, on the contrary, any such
distortion and contortion will actually work against the advance to communism. Of
course, it has not always been the case that communists have acted in accordance

with this fundamental truth—there have been marked tendencies in the history of the
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communist movement to fall into adopting various forms of "political truths"—in other
words, stating as truths things which are in reality not true but which seem convenient
at the time (an approach Lenin identified philosophically and criticized as "Truth as

an organizing principle" or "organizing experience"). But the fact remains that, as

a matter of basic principle, communism as a worldview and method rejects such
instrumentalist approaches and recognizes the fundamental epistemological principle
that, as | have put it in another discussion: "Everything that is actually true is good

for the proletariat, all truths can help us get to communism." (See "Bob Avakian in a
Discussion with Comrades on Epistemology: On Knowing and Changing the World,"
in Bob Avakian, Observations on Art and Culture, Science and Philosophy, Insight

[back] (.2005 ,Press

1990s, and-Strategic Questions was a talk by Bob Avakian in the mid .25

selections from it were published in the Revolutionary Worker (now Revolution) in
-1176 and in issues (1997 through February 1996 November) 893-884 and 881 issues
These selections can also be found .(2002 ,8 through December 24 November) 1178

[online at revcom.us/avakian/avakian-works.html. [back

Great Objectives and Grand Strategy is a talk given by Bob Avakian at the .26
1990s; excerpts from it have been published in the Revolutionary Worker end of the
and are available online at (2002 ,10 through March 2001 ,18 November) 1142-1127#

[revcom.us/avakian/avakian-works.html#gogs. [back

Reaching for the Heights and Flying Without a Safety Net is a talk given .27
Excerpts from the talk appeared in Revolutionary Worker .2002 by Bob Avakian in
and are available online at revcom.us/avakian/ (2003 ,17 August-20 April) 1210-1195#

[avakian-works.html. [back
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For more on the treason indictment and Bauer's remark, see "The Federal .28
Treason Indictment: Threatening Extreme Punishment for Public Speeches,"

[online at revcom.us. [back ,(2006 ,22 .Oct) 66# Revolution
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